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Are these people lying
to us or are they lying to
themselves?

For years, that’s been
the great imponderable
of American politics, the
question the rest of us
asked as we watched
nominal “conservatives”
sink ever deeper into a
morass of conspiracy,
lies and alternative facts.
Were they yanking our
collective chain, working
some deep strategy,
invisible to our eyes? Or
did they actually believe
Barack Obama was a

Muslim, born in Kenya?
Or that Hillary Clinton
ran a child-sex ring out
of a pizza parlor? Or that
the victims of mass
shootings were really
“crisis actors”?

It would be perversely
reassuring to think they
were lying only to us
about all that, suggesting
as it would that they
understood the truth, but
had, simply, if cynically,
chosen for political ad-
vantage to deny it. If,
however, they were lying
to themselves, it suggest-
ed a people enmeshed in
delusion and self-decep-
tion so profound they
ought not be allowed to

carry sharp objects.
Well, with the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, we are
seeing a definitive an-
swer take shape, and it is
not reassuring. Bad
enough bands of putative
conservatives have bran-
dished guns in resistance
to measures designed to
save their lives and ha-
rassed reporters for dar-
ing to report the “fake
news” of a health crisis
that has killed more than
90,000 Americans.
Then, on Monday, Don-
ald Trump explained
how he is guarding
against infection.

“I happen to be tak-
ing” hydroxychloro-

quine, he told reporters.
Why? “’Cause I think it’s
good. I’ve heard a lot of
good stories.”

Unfortunately, none of
those “good stories” is
backed by even a smid-
gen of science.

One may reasonably
suspect, given Trump’s
habitual estrangement
from the truth and the
unlikelihood of any doc-
tor with an ounce of
integrity prescribing that
drug, that he’s lying and
will soon claim he was
just being “sarcastic.”
On the other hand, given
his penchant for magical
thinking, his aversion to
masks and other pan-

demic safeguards and
the fact that doctors
without integrity are not
unheard of, it’s also rea-
sonable to believe Trump
is telling the truth.

Trump’s behavior, like
that of the people chant-
ing against masks and
social distancing, raises
an obvious question:
Would they be acting this
way if they thought it
endangered their lives?
Would they seek political
advantage at the risk of
their own health?

The answer is No. So
what you’re dealing with
here are not political
actors, but true believers,
exercising their true
belief.

Granted, it’s hard to
leave it at that. People
are loath sometimes to
credit the evidence of
their own eyes and ears;
they flinch from leveling
judgments that clash too
starkly with their under-

standing of how reason-
able people behave. They
look for a chain of logic,
for reasons that might
make sense to sensible
people.

In so doing, they ig-
nore the good advice of
Dr. Maya Angelou:
“When people show you
who they are, believe
them the first time.”

Embrace that, and you
will spend less time won-
dering how so many on
the right can believe the
coronavirus pandemic is
a hoax when every day
they see the death count
rise.

They can because they
can. And because they
need to.

Dr. Angelou’s wisdom
also makes the answer to
that first question stark-
ly, if frustratingly, clear.
Are they lying to us, or
are they lying to them-
selves?

The answer is: Yes.

Are they lying to us, or are
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The size of the in-
vestment necessary to
bridge the urban/rural
divide in Pennsylvania is
in the billions of dollars,
telecommunications
experts and government
officials tell us. The trou-
ble is that some of those
potential investment
dollars are currently
locked up into costs that
landline telcos incur
complying with outdated
state regulations. Reg-
ulatory reform legisla-
tion, SB 1112, recently
introduced in the state
Senate by long-time
broadband champion
Kristin Phillips-Hill (R-
York), would reduce
costs for the landline
telcos, without sacri-
ficing long-held consum-
er protections.

The regulations, ad-
ministered by Pennsylva-
nia’s Public Utility Com-
mission (PUC), were set
down in an era when the
landline phone carriers
monopolized service –
only voice then and none
of it wireless. That land-
scape is unrecognizable
today. In what has be-
come a highly compet-
itive industry, landline
telcos now provide less
than 12 percent of total
voice subscriptions in the
state.

The regulations target-
ed for elimination under
Senator Phillips-Hill’s
legislation are no longer
needed to ensure the
PUC’s regulatory re-
quirement of “adequate,
efficient, safe and rea-
sonable” voice service.
The compliance costs are
especially burdensome to
my member companies,
the rural telcos or
RLECs, who built and
continue to maintain the
traditional landline net-
works on which broad-
band services ride. These
networks provide voice
and internet to custom-
ers in some of the most
remote areas of the state,
the areas where it’s cos-

tliest to provide service.
The cost of regulatory
compliance diverts in-
vestment from the infra-
structure needed not
only to maintain the
networks but to keep
pace with advancing
technologies as well.

At the same time, key
consumer safeguards are
left intact under SB 1112:
the PUC will maintain
oversight over universal
service, slamming and
cramming of customers’
bills, telecommunica-
tions relay service for
deaf, hard of hearing and
speech disabled individu-
als, and, perhaps most
important of all, the
requirement that RLECs
maintain access to serv-
ice for all in their cov-
erage areas – they will
continue to be the carri-
ers of last resort. 

Many other states have
adapted to an increasing-
ly competitive telecom-
munications climate by
streamlining their reg-
ulatory structures, and
recently the chairman of
the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, Ajit
Pai, credited updated
federal regulations as
one of the reasons why
broadband service has
remained robust under
the surge in use during
the coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

Senator Phillips-Hill’s
legislation is another
prospective step in a
government/industry
partnership that got
Pennsylvania out of the
blocks early with broad-
band deployment. Back
in 2004, the General
Assembly approved legis-
lation, Act 183, that re-
quired full broadband
deployment in exchange
for some regulatory mod-
ernization. Now it’s time
for state government and
the RLECs, working
together, to take the next
step. 

Steven J. Samara is the
president of the
Pennsylvania Telephone
Association. 

Legislation would
expand resources
available for 
rural broadband
investment
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GRATITUDE FOR
MOUNT NITTANY
COVID-19 UNIT STAFF

I am writing to publicly
thank and acknowledge
the outstanding profes-
sionals at Mount Nittany
Medical Center. Last
week my mother died
due to complications
from the COVID-19 dis-
ease. As we went through
the process of losing my
mother, words can not
adequately describe the
efforts the staff made to
allow us to stay connect-
ed to her.

The doctors, nurses,
techs and staff were com-
passionate, supportive
and selfless in providing
both care to my mother
and to us as a family. It
reflected the very best in
our health care profes-
sionals and their willing-
ness to risk themselves in
the care of others. Cen-
tral Pennsylvania can be
proud that the staff of
Mount Nittany Medical
Center work every day to
make you healthier. I will
always be thankful that
my mother’s final days
were made so much bet-
ter by the care she re-
ceived on the COVID-19
unit at Mount Nittany. Be
careful. Be safe.

David A. Royer, 
Dublin, Ohio

AN OVERDUE 
THANK-YOU FOR 
THE KINDNESS 
OF STRANGERS

Long ago, 1997, late
one night in a snowstorm,
I made it to State College
in a rental car from the
Wilkes-Barre airport (or
was it Allentown?) with
two men I’d only just
met. We had all missed
the last flight out of Pitts-
burgh, and I was settling
in to sleep on the floor of
the waiting area when an
airline worker brought
news: Two men also
trying to get to State
College were taking the
last flight to Wilkes-Barre
(Allentown?) and renting
a car – did I want to join
them? I did.

I never got their names
to thank them properly
later, but I was in safe

hands: One was coming
home to his newborn
child, and the other —
driving — worked for the
weather station, assessing
highway conditions! I slept
in the back, unafraid. They
delivered me to the air-
port, where my parents’
second car — parents
asleep at home — waited.

These strangers’ offer
and their safe driving
were gifts. I was coming
for one of many visits
during my mother’s long
hospice period, a difficult
time punctuated by occa-
sional moments of grace
like this one. Now during
this strange time of the
coronavirus, as I clear out
files and organize memo-
ries, it occurs to me to try
to thank these men. If
they are still in State
College and remember
that snowy midnight
drive, I hope they know
that the woman pas-
senger in the back seat
has been forever grateful
to them. Thank you.

Elizabeth Vallance,
Bloomington, Indiana

THIS MEMORIAL DAY,
REMEMBER OUR 
GOLD STAR FAMILIES

When I returned home
from Syria in 2019 my
mother met me with tears
in her eyes and a grateful
heart. There are count-
less other parents, spous-

es, siblings and children
across our nation who
never felt the relief of
welcoming their soldier
home from war. These
are America’s Gold Star
families, those who have
lost a loved one in our
nation’s conflicts. Every
Memorial Day we are
often inclined to remem-
ber those who have
fought and died for our
country. It is important to
honor them and preserve
their legacy, but they will
never hear our praise, as
they have returned to the
dust from which they
were created.

What remains howev-
er, are their families.
Parents, who will never
be able to watch their
child grow and mature.
Spouses, who will never
again experience the
warm embrace of their
partner. Siblings, who will
yearn for the kinship they
have lost. Children, who
will mourn the love of
their parent. They are the
ones who truly made the
ultimate sacrifice. This
Memorial Day, please
remember to thank and
honor all of our nation’s
Gold Star families. After
all, it was a Gold Star
family who began the
first Memorial Day in
Boalsburg in 1864.

CPT Devin Quinn, 
U.S. Army, State College
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DAILY PRAYER

God, thank you for emergency

workers, law enforcement officers

and volunteers who rush in when

disasters strike and enable our

communities to recover. Sustain and

protect them in their work. Amen.


